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from her waiting-room, preceded by an usher. She had been
there unknown to me. I stopped involuntarily; I could not
indeed proceed, for she had a daized" look, more tragical than
consternation. She passed me; the usher pushed open the
folding doors of the great staircase, she began to descend, and
I followed, instinctively, two or three steps behind her. She
was evidently all shuddering, and she took hold of the ban-
nister, pausing for a moment. . . Oh! that sudden clutch with
which she caught the railing! . . . Four or five persons came in
from below before she reached the bottom of the stairs. I think
Alderman Wood was one of them; but I was in indescrib-
able confusion ... I knew not where I was, but in a moment a
shouting in the balcony above, on which a number of gentle-
men from the interior of the House were gathering, roused nie.
The multitude then began to cheer, but at first there was a
kind of stupor. The sympathy, however, soon became general,
and, winged by the voice, soon spread up the street; everyone
instantly, between Charing Cross and Whitehall, turned
and came rushing down, filling Old and New Palace Yards,
as if a deluge were unsluiced. The generous exaltation of the
people was beyond all description."

The King was naturally beside himself at Leopold's visit to
Caroline. In his first outburst of fury he declared he would
never see his son-in-law again. However, later, through the
mediation of the Duke of York, a meeting was arranged, and
when it took place a strange thing happened. Seeing Leopold
sitting there in front of him, and realizing how lately he had
seen and actually talked to Caroline, curiosity suddenly over-
came the King, and he began asking Leopold every kind of
detail about her, even as to how she was dressed. It seems as if
his hatred, stretching over such a number of years, had at last,
owing to its very intensity, exhausted itself, and for a moment
he felt almost a tender interest in his antagonist.

In the summer of 1821 George IV*s coronation took
place. Of all his show pieces he was determined this should
be the paragon: money and effort were not even to be
considered.
There was a special undercurrent of excitement as regards
the coronation, which was to take place on July the igth, for
George had refused to allow Caroline to attend it; therefore